
Castanea dentata
American Chestnut

• Used to grow 70 to 100 feet tall, but 
now rarely exceeds 20 to 25 feet 
before succumbing to chestnut blight

• Full sun to part shade 

• Moist to dry, well-drained, fertile, 
acidic soil

• White flowers in early summer, 
followed by edible chestnuts that 
ripen in early to mid-fall 

• Larval host for several hairstreaks 
and banded oak duskywing, as well as 
several now-extinct moths 

• Nearly extinct due to the chestnut 
blight, introduced in the early 1900’s

nectar

June – July   
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