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Native Plants for Alternating Flooding and Dry Sites
This list is intended to be used as a guide for planting in areas that tolerate both flooding and dry spells, or
floodplains next to stream channels where both extremes can be present. Many of these native plants
tolerate flooding to an extent, but do not tolerate an extended period in the water margin. They are all
appropriate for tougher soil and water conditions.

For example, Eutrochium dubium is appropriate for open woodlands and the average conditions of

backyard gardens but also does well in marshes and swamps. Though we did not include cultivated,
named varieties of these species, the associated “cultivars” are also suitable.

PERENNIALS
Achillea millefolim -  Common Yarrow
Agastache scrophulariifolia - Purple Giant Hyssop
Ageratina altissima - White Snakeroot
Amsonia tabernaemontana -  Fastern Bluestar
Carex leavenworthii - Lawn Sedge
Carex lurida - Sallow Sedge
Carex socialis - Social Sedge
Euthamia graminifolia - Grass-leaved Goldenrod
Eutrochinm dubinm - Coastal Joe Pye Weed
Eutrochinm fistulosum -  Hollow Joe Pye Weed
Eutrochinm maculatum -~ - Spotted Joe Pye Weed
Eutrochinm purpurenm - Sweet-scented Joe Pye Weed
Hypericum punctatum - Spotted St. John's Wort

Juncus canadensis

Juncus tenuis

Lysimachia ciliata
Oenothera biennis*
*biennial that reseeds
Panicum virgatum
Podophyllum peltatum
Rudbeckia laciniata
Rudbeckia triloba
Solidago rugosa
Symphyotrichum lanceolatum
Symphyotrichum pilosum
Symphyotrichum puniceum
Tridens flavus

Vernonia gigantea
Vernonia noveboracensis

Veronicastrum virginicum

Canada Rush
Slender Rush
Fringed Loosestrife

Evening Primrose

Switch Grass
Mayapple

Cut-leaf Coneflower
Brown-eyed Susan
Wrinkleleaf Goldenrod
Panicled Aster

Frost Aster
Purple-stem Aster
Purple-top Grass
Giant Ironweed
New York Ironweed
Culvet's Root



TREES & SHRUBS

Acer rubrum
Amselanchier canadensis
Aralia spinosa
Baccharis halimifolia
Betula popuitfolia
Carpinus caroliniana
Celtis occidentalis
Clethra alnifolia
Cornus racemosa
Cornus sericea

Liex: glabra

Llex: opaca

Itea virginica
Magnolia virginiana
Platanus occidentalis
Quercus palustris
Quercus phellos
Rosa carolina

Salix discolor

Salix nigra

Spiraea tomentosa
Spiraea virginiana
Thuja occidentalis
Ulneus americana

Vaccininm corymbosum

Red Maple

Canada Serviceberry
Devil's Walkingstick
Groundseltree

Gray Birch
American Hornbeam
Common Hackberry
Summersweet

Gray Dogwood

Red Twig Dogwood
Inkberry Holly
American Holly
Virginia Sweetspire
Sweetbay Magnolia
American Sycamore
Pin Oak

Willow Oak

Pasture Rose

Pussy Willow

Black Willow
Steeplebush

Virginia Meadowsweet
American Arbotvitae
American Elm
Highbush Blueberry

6 Reasons to Use Native Plants in the Landscape
Provides beauty and four seasons of interest
Saves on water and fertilizer
Reduces disease
Attracts beneficial insects
Provides food for songbirds and butterflies
Restores and balances the ecology of Lehigh Valley
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