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Native Plants for Dry Sites 
 

 Many native plants are suited for dry sites. All plants will need water until established. An asterisk 
indicates it will tolerate dry shade or partial shade. This list is by no means exhaustive. Please browse the 

nursery and read the signage with each plant. 

 
PERENNIALS 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Actaea racemosa - Black Cohosh

Actaea rubra - Red Baneberry *

Agastache foeniculum - Anise Hyssop

Allium cernuum - Nodding Onion

Antennaria ssp. - Pussytoes

Aquilegia candensis - Eastern Columbine *

Asarum canadense - Wild Ginger *

Asclepias tuberosa - Butterfly Weed

Asclepias verticillata - Whorled Milkweed

Asplenium ssp. - Spleenwort Ferns *

Aster ssp. -
Most asters including NY, NE, 

Aromatic, Smooth
Baptisia australis - False Indigo

Boltonia asteroides - Thousand-flowered Aster

Callirhoe involucrata - Winecups

Campanula ssp. - Harebells

Chrysogonum virginianum - Green and Gold *

Chrysopsis mariana, villosa - Golden Aster

Coreopsis ssp. - Tickseed, not including C. rosea

Echinacea ssp. - Coneflowers

Eryngium yuccifolium - Rattlesnake Master

Eurybia ssp. - Wood Asters; White, Blue, Big-leaf *

Geranium maculatum - Wild Geranium *

Heliopsis helianthoides - Oxeye Daisy

Heuchera ssp. - Alumroot, Hairy Alumroot *

Iris cristata - Dwarf Crested Iris *

Liatris ssp. - Blazing Star

Maianthemum racemosum - False Solomon's Seal *

Monarda ssp. - Beebalms

Oenethera ssp. - Sundrops

Opuntia humifusa - Eastern Prickly Pear

Penstemon ssp. - Beardtongue

Phlox pilosa - Prairie Phlox

Phlox stolonifera - Creeping Phlox *

Phlox subulata - Moss Phlox

Polystichum acrostichoides - Christmas Fern *

Porteranthus trifoliatus - Bowman's Root *

Ratibida pinnata - Gray-Headed Coneflower

Rudbeckia ssp. -
Black-Eyed Susan, except for R. 

laciniata  *
Ruellia humilis - Wild Petunia

Sanguinaria canadensis - Bloodroot *

Sedum ssp. - Stonecrop *

Silene virginica - Fire Pink *

Solidago ssp. -
Goldenrods; including Zigzag, Blue 

Stem, Stiff *
Tiarella ssp. - Foamflower *

Tradescantia - Spiderwort

Veronicastrum virginicum - Culver's Root
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SEDGES AND GRASSES 
 

 
WOODY VINES AND GROUNDCOVERS 

 

 
 

SHRUBS AND TREES 

Arctostaphyllos uva-ursi - Bearberry Lonicera sempervirens - Trumpet Honeysuckle

Campsis radicans - Trumpet Vine Parthenocissus quinquefolia - Virginia Creeper *

Juniperus horizontalis - Creeping Juniper

Acer rubrum - Red Maple *

Acer saccharinum - Silver Maple *

Acer saccharum - Sugar Maple *

Amelanchier laevis - Smooth Serviceberry *

Anorpha fruticosa - Indigo Bush

Aronia ssp. - Chokeberries

Betula lenta - Sweet Birch *

Calycanthus floridus - Carolina Sweetshrub

Carpinus caroliniana - American Hornbeam

Celtis occidentalis - Hackberry *

Ceanothus americanus - New Jersey Tea

Chionanthus virginicus - Fringe Tree

Comptonia peregrina - Sweetfern *

Cornus racemosa - Gray Dogwood

Corylus americana - American Hazelnut *

Crataegus ssp. - Hawthorns

Diervilla lonicera - Bush Honeysuckle

Gymnocladus dioicus - Kentucky Coffeetree

Halesia carolina - Carolina Silverbell *

Hamamelis virginiana - Witchhazel *

Hydrangea arborescens - Smooth Hydrangea *

Hydrangea quercifolia - Oakleaf hydrangea *

Hypericum ssp. - St. Johns Wort

Ilex opaca - American Holly *

Itea virginica - Virginia Sweetspire

Juniperus virginiana - Eastern Red Cedar

Lindera benzoin - Spicebush

Myrica pensylvanica - Northern Bayberry *

Nyssa sylvatica - Black Gum *

Ostrya virginiana - Hop Hornbeam *

Oxydendrum arboretum - Sourwood

Physocarpus opulifolius - Eastern Ninebark

Platanus occidentalis - American Sycamore

Pinus rigida - Pitch Pine

Pinus strobus - White Pine

Potentilla fruticosa - Shrubby Cinquefoil

Quercus ssp. - Oak; White, Bur, Chestnut, Red

Rhus aromatica - Fragrant Sumac

Rhus typhina - Staghorn Sumac *

Rosa carolina - Pasture Rose

Sassafras albidum - Sassafras *

Symphoricarpos allbus - Snowberry *

Vaccinium angustifolium - Lowbush Blueberry *

Viburnum ssp. - Viburnum, Witherod*

Xanthorhiza simplicissima - Yellowroot

Andropogon gerardii - Big Bluestem Muhlenbergia capillaris - Muhly Grass

Bouteloua curtipendula - Sideoats Gramma Panicum virgatum - Switch Grass

Carex eburnea - Ivory Sedge * Schizachyrium scoparium - Little Bluestem

Carex pensylvanica - Pennsylvania Sedge * Sorghastrum nutans - American Prairie Grass

Carex plantaginea - Seersucker Sedge * Sporobolis heterolepis - Prairie Dropseed

Elymus hystrix - Bottlebrush Grass Tridens flavus - Purple-top Grass

Eragrostis spectabilis - Purple Love Grass


