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Native Plants for Slopes and Hills 
Slopes and hills can be challenging to plant and tough to maintain. However, plants play a critical role in 
preventing erosion on slopes and hills. We recommend planting a mixture of native plants including low-
growing perennials, grasses, and shrubs. A diverse planting with layers of vegetation will temper the force 
of falling rain and slow the flow of water. Deeper rooted plants will help stabilize the slope, and shallow 

rooted plants will hold the top layer of soil. Many of these species spread by rhizomes or creep across the 
ground to fill the space out quickly and outcompete weeds. 
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Achillea millefolium - Common Yarrow 

Anaphalis margaritacea - Pearly Everlasting

Anemone canadensis - Canada Anemone 

Carex appalachica - Appalachian Sedge

Carex blanda - Common Wood Sedge

Carex leavenworthii - Lawn Sedge

Carex pensylvanica - Pennsylvania Sedge

Carex woodii - Pretty Sedge

Chasmanthium latifolium - Northern Sea Oats

Conoclunium coelestinum - Blue Mist Flower 

Coreopsis verticillata - Thread-leaved Tickseed 

Dennstaedtia punctilobula - Hay-scented Fern

Echinacea ssp. - Coneflower

Elymus hystrix - Bottlebrush Grass

Eurybia divaricata - White Wood Aster

Eurybia macrophylla - Big-leaved Aster

Eurybia spectabilis - Eastern Showy Aster

Fragaria virginiana - Wild Strawberry 

Helianthus ssp. - Wild Sunflower

Lysimachia lanceolata ‘Burgundy 

Mist’ 
-

‘Burgundy Mist’ Lance-

leaved Loosestrife

Matteuccia struthiopteris - Ostrich Fern 

Mentha arvensis - American Field Mint 

Monarda ssp. - Beebalm

Oenothera fruticosa - Golden Sundrops

Panicum virgatum - Switchgrass

Penstemon ssp. - Beardtongues

Phlox glaberrima ‘Morris Berd’ - ‘Morris Berd’ Smooth Phlox 

Phlox subulata - Moss Phlox 

Polemonium reptans - Jacob’s Ladder

Polystichum acrostichoides - Christmas Fern 

Pycnanthemum ssp. - Mountain Mint

Ratibida pinnata - Grey-headed Coneflower 

Ruellia humilis - Fringed Wild Petunia 

Schizachyrium scoparium - Little Bluestem

Sporobolus heterolepis - Prairie Dropseed

Viola ssp. - Violets
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SHRUBS, VINES & WOODY GROUNDCOVERS 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

6 Reasons to Use Native Plants in the Landscape 
Provides beauty and four seasons of interest 

Saves on water and fertilizer 
Reduces disease 

Attracts beneficial insects 
Provides food for songbirds and butterflies 

Restores and balances the ecology of Lehigh Valley 
 

 

 
 

 

Rhus aromatica ‘Gro-Low’ - ‘Gro-low’ Aromatic Sumac

Aronia melanocarpa ‘Low-Scape Mound - ‘Low-Scape Mound’ Black Chokeberry

Ceanothus americanus - New Jersey Tea

Comptonia peregrina - Sweet Fern

Diervilla lonicera - Bush Honeysuckle 

Physocarpos opulifolius - Common Ninebark 

Rosa ssp. - Wild Rose

Rubus ssp. - Raspberries and Blackberries 

Symphoricarpos orbiculatus - Coralberry

Symphoricarpos albus - Snowberry

Myrica pensylvanica - Northen Bayberry

Hypericum prolificum - Shrubby St. John’s Wort

Lonicera sempervirens - Coral Honeysuckle 

Parthenocissus quinquefolia - Virginia Creeper

Juniperus virginiana ‘Grey Owl’ - ‘Grey Owl’ Eastern Red Cedar

Juniperus horizontalis - Creeping Juniper 

Xanthorhiza simplicissima - Yellowroot

Potentilla fruticosa - Shrubby Cinquefoil 


