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Pennsylvania Rare, Threatened, & Endangered Native Plants 
There are over 340 species of plants listed as rare, threatened, endangered, or extirpated in the state 
of Pennsylvania according to the US Department of Agriculture. Some of these species are not only 

state listed but also federally listed. By planting these rare species in your landscape, you may help them 
establish back into your local ecosystem as well as their insect and faunal associates that depend on them. 

We are happy to be able to grow some of these state-listed species 
originating from sustainable sources that do not include seed or plants taken from the wild. We 

discourage removing native plants from their habitats for use in gardens, especially rare, threatened, 
and endangered species. Removing many of these species from their natural habitats is a form of 

poaching and is punishable by law. Please always purchase these species from reputable nurseries 
that source their stock responsibly. Under federal law, we are not allowed to propagate or sell 

federally-listed threatened and endangered species. 

Definitions of terms (as per PA DCNR): 
Rare – any plant species which are uncommon within this commonwealth because they may be 

found in restricted geographic areas or in low numbers throughout this commonwealth. 
Threatened – any species likely to become an endangered species within the foreseeable future 

throughout all or a significant portion of its range. 
Endangered – any plant species which are in danger of extinction throughout most or all their 

natural range within this commonwealth, if critical habitat is not maintained or exploited by man. 
Extirpated – any plant species believed by the department to be extinct within this commonwealth. 

The plants may or may not exist outside this commonwealth.
 

PERENNIALS & AQUATICS

 
 

Aconitum uncinatum Blue Wild Monkshood Threatened

Acorus americanus Sweetflag Endangered

Asclepias verticillata Whorled Milkweed Threatened

Baptisia australis Blue False Indigo Threatened

Boltonia asteroides Thousand-flowered Aster Endangered

Bouteloua curtipendula Sideoats Grama Threatened

Camassia scilloides Wild Hyacinth Endangered

Carex eburnea Bristle-leaf Sedge Endangered

Chrysogonum virginianum Green and Gold Endangered

Chrysopsis mariana Maryland Golden-aster Threatened

Coreopsis rosea Pink Tickseed Extirpated

Delphinium exaltatum Tall Larkspur Endangered

Dicentra exima Fringed Bleeding Heart Endangered

Dodecatheon meadia Shooting Star Endangered

Erigenia bulbosa Harbinger-of-Spring Threatened

Helianthus angustifolius Narrowleaf Sunflower Extirpated

Hylotelephium telephoides Allegheny Stonecrop Rare
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PERENNIALS CONTINUED 

 

TREES, SHRUBS & WOODY VINES 

 
 

 
 

Iris cristata Dwarf Crested Iris Endangered

Iris prismatica Slender Blue Iris Endangered

Lupinus perennis Sundial Lupine Rare

Marshallia pulchra Appalachian Barbara's Buttons Endangered

Monarda punctata Spotted Horsemint Endangered

Muhlenburgia capillaris Pink Muhly Grass Extirpated

Opuntia humifusa Low or Eastern Prickly Pear Rare

Orontium aquaticum Golden Club Rare

Phemeranthus teretifolius Fameflower Threatened

Polemonium vanbruntiae Bog Jacob's Ladder Endangered

Ratibida pinnata Gray-headed Coneflower Endangered

Ruellia humilis Wild Petunia Endangered

Ruellia strepens Limestone Petunia Threatened

Sisyrinchium atlanticum Eastern Blue-eyed Grass Endangered

Solidago uliginosa Bog Goldenrod Threatened

Sporobolis heterolepis Prairie Dropseed Endangered

Symphyotrichum novi-belgii New York Aster Threatened

Vernonia glauca Upland Ironweed Endangered

Arctostaphylos uva-ursi Bearberry Extirpated

Berberis canadensis American Barberry Extirpated

Chamaecyparis thyoides Atlantic White Cedar Extirpated

Clematis viorna Leatherflower Endangered

Clethra acuminata Mountain Pepperbush Endangered

Ilex glabra Inkberry Holly Extirpated

Ilex opaca American Holly Threatened

Itea virginica Virginia Sweetspire Extirpated

Magnolia tripetala Umbrella Magnolia Threatened

Magnolia virginiana Sweetbay Magnolia Threatened

Myrica gale Sweet Gale Threatened

Paxistima canbyi Canby's Ratstripper Endangered

Potentilla fruticosa Shrubby Cinquefoil Endangered

Prunus maritima Beach plum Endangered

Ptelea trifoliata Common Hoptree Threatened

Quercus phellos Willow Oak Endangered

Quercus shumardii Shumard Oak Endangered

Rhododendron atlanticum Coast Azalea Endangered

Rhododendron calendulaceum Flame Azalea Extirpated

Rhododendron groenlandicum Common Labrador Tea Rare

Spiraea corymbosa Shinyleaf Meadowsweet Endangered

Spiraea virginiana Virginia Meadowsweet Extirpated

Viburnum nudum Smooth Witherod Endangered


